
Wombeyan Caves

1864 to 2004
by 

The Sydney Speleological Society

A Pictorial History of









John 
Oxley

Early 
explorer of 

the 
Wombeyan 

Area 1828



The 
Rev J.S. 
Hassall 

Visited the 
Wombeyan 

caves in 
1842



Sketch by H. S. Melville 1846



Sketch by M. S. Moses 1865



Sketch 
by 
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Dolan
2000



Victoria Arch, Wombeyan Caves c.1960s



Victoria Arch

Wombeyan 
Caves

c.1970s



Charles 
Chalker

1st Keeper of the 
Caves

1864-1885



Charlie 
Chalker 



Thomas 
Chalker 

Caretaker of the 
Caves

1885-1925



Dr         
Robert Broom

1896

Discovered bone 
deposits of 

Mountain Pygmy 
Possum at Wombeyan



Oliver Trickett.

First to survey caves at 
Wombeyan

c. late 1890s



Oliver 
Trickett’s 

1897 

Map of 

Wollondilly Cave



Tunnel to 
Wombeyan 
Caves from 
Mittagong

Was Opened 

29th January 1901





Botanist 
Joseph 
Maiden

Named 

Chalkers 
Wattle 
after 

Thomas 
Chalker in 

1916



Acacia chalkeri



George 
Brown, 

Family and 
Friends

Caretaker         
of the Caves 
1925 - 1935



Exit of Wollondilly Cave c.1920s



Wal Brown 
and         

Aub Bishops 
Hut in the Gully

c.1920s



Digging Holes for Electricity Towers 
on Wattle Hill



Workmen at Wombeyan for 
Electricity Connection c.1920s



Ant Nest Clay for the Tennis Court  
c. 1920s



Tennis Court at Wombeyan



Ezme 
Brown

(nee Croker) 
ready to play 

tennis. 

On Bridge over 
Wombeyan 

Creek



Victoria Arch 

Wombeyan 
Caves 

c. 1920s



House built by Thomas Chalker in 1925 as 
it was in 2004



Old Tom the horse and    
Selby Mathews c.1925



Blacksmiths Shop and      
Wombeyan Creek



Picnic Party at Wombeyan c.1925



Guest House. Wombeyan Caves. 
c.1925



Visitors to Wombeyan Guest House



Alice Clark and her Daughter Edna at 
Wombeyan Caves Shell Bowser 1925



Actors from the Film

‘For the Term of his Natural Life”  
1927



Interior of Wombeyan Guest House Dining Room 
1927



Powerhouse  c.1929



Brown Family. 
Stables/Garage 1929



Wombeyan Guesthouse c. 1930



Emze Brown and Mildrid Hindwood 
in Tinted Cave



Caretakers Cottage, Ticket Office 
and Post Office c.1930



Cricket team on               
Wombeyan Caves Flat c.1930s



Snow Fall  at 
Wombeyan 

c.1930





Workman at Rear of       Wombeyan 
Guesthouse 



Collecting Firewood c.1930



Old Tom dragging gravel for       
track construction



Top of Wattle Hill looking towards        
Wombeyan Guest House



Guest House. Wombeyan Caves



Wombeyan Guest House



Ezme 
Brown

inside 
Wombeyan 

Guest House



Results of Fire Wombeyan Guest House 

22nd May 1934







Linen rescued from the fire



Wombeyan Caves Flat  c.1930s



Accident on the Mittagong Road 
c.1930s





Les Brown and Family.

Caretaker of the Caves c.1942





Joan Brown on the          
Wombeyan Creek Bridge 1943



Swimming in Wombeyan Creek 
Note: Petrol Bowser in background



Wombeyan Creek in Flood

Caretakers cottage in background 1944



Results of the 1944 Flood



Lower 
Entrance in 
Tinted Cave



View of Power House and          
Wombeyan Guest House                                

from Wattle Hill



Breakfast    
at 

Wombeyan



Dog 
Smoking 

Pipe



Clyde Stiff

Caretaker/ 
Superintendent

1948-1981





Visitors     
Vehicles             

at              
Wombeyan

c.1950s









View along pipeline, Wombeyan 1958



Kiosk from Wattle Hill. Wombeyan 1958



Looking towards the Taralga/Mittagong Roads 
c.1960s





Camping Grounds, Wombeyan Caves c.1960s



Flood of Wombeyan Creek in 1961





Results of 1961 Flood through Tennis Court



Wombeyan Caves, kiosk c.1960s



Inside 
the    
Kui 

kiosk



Steetleys Quarry c.1960s



Steetleys Quarry c.1998



Steetleys Quarry from Taralga Road Today



Road from Mittagong to Wombeyan Caves 
c.1980s



Grand Opening of Bridge on Goodmans Ford 
1967





Goodmans Ford



Camp Grounds at Wombeyan  c.1970s



Inside 
Victoria Arch 
Looking out 

the 
Collapsed 
Entrance



Entrance to Glass Cave  c.1967



Cave Diving Exploration in                           
Glass Cave Wombeyan c.1970s



Divers exiting Glass Cave Wombeyan c.1970s



Marble Quarry

Wombeyan 

c.1970s



SSS Members 
Surveying on

Mares Forest 
Creek 

c.1970s



Waterfall on Wombeyan Creek c.1970s



Waterfall 
Wombeyan 

Creek 

c.1970s



Wedding of Michael and Annette Chalker 1971



Wedding of Clyde Stiffs Daughter, Veronica. First 
wedding held in caves at Wombeyan 1972



Group of Wombeyan Guides  c.1980s



Wombeyan Creek  c.1980s



Marble Quarry

c.1980



The Steam Crane in the Marble Quarry



Tourist 
Track 

towards 
Wattle Hill 
c.1980s



Barmah in Snow  c.1980s



Cabins in the early 1990s



Old Timber 
Ladder in 

Lots  
O’Numbers 

Cave

c.1980s



Tagging of 
the 

Wombeyan 
caves started 

in 1979

This photo of 
Simon Bland 

tagging 
c.1980s



Michael Chalker                   
Manager of the Caves 1981 -



Frank 
Fleming 
in Ticket 
Office 

c.1990s



Pumphouse on Mares Forest Creek c.1990



Mike 
Chalker 

c.1998



Kui Kiosk, Wombeyan Caves c.1999



Rock Wallaby in Victoria Arch 



Mares Forest 
Creek Gorge



Mares Forest 
Creek Gorge



Mares 
Forest 
Creek



Bore for Wombeyan Water Supply 

Was installed in 2001



Works on the new Sewer System at Wombeyan 
June 2003



The Completed Sewer Works December 2003



Ken Fleming collecting 
the Wombeyan Records



Michael Chalker in          
Lower Fig Tree Cave 

2004



Guides of 2004



Sub Station at Entrance of Victoria Arch was 
removed in October 2004



Wombeyan Camp Grounds 2004



Wombeyan in the Mist from Oak Range



View of Wombeyan from Black Mountain

Looking South



View from Camerons Rocks Looking West



Ezme Croker (nee Brown) and 
son Ian 2004

 Thanks to Ezme 
for the 

contribution of 
many of the 

photos in this 
collection



A Collection of 
Wombeyan Cave       
Postcards and 

Pamphlets  from Ezme 
Croker and Ross Ellis
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